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how sad!    I made the suggestion  above with this  fact in mind.
A single Gujarati trader in South Africa can easily lift the entire
stock of khadi which has accumulated in Gujarat.
[From Gujarati]
* 6-4-1924

297.    UNTQUCHABILITT AND UNAPPROACHABILITT
The accumulated burden of Hindus' sins is big enough. We
have used Shastras, which teach selflessness, as instruments of sel-
fishness. By casting aside the immutable principles enunciated in the
Shastras and treating as of permanent application verses which
prescribed rules of conduct of temporary utility, we have elevated
wickedness to the place of dharma. My conscience tells me ever
more emphatically every day that one such wickedness is the practice
of untouchability. As if the sin of untouchability was not enough,
we started another sinful practice, that of unapproachability, to add
to the burden. In the South, that is, in Madras Presidency, the
people are familiar with this sinful practice. But with a view to
serving these people kept at a distance and atoning for their own
sins, Hindu members of the Congress in Travancore have started
satyagraha.1 Travancore is a Hindu State. There this practice of
forcibly keeping people at a distance exists in a cruel form. Many
Gujaratis may not be even aware of the meaning of do&rata2. The
word is not found in the dictionary. How can it ever be found in
the Shastras ? Dooraia means the untouchables keeping at a certain
distance from other Hindus. Owing to the belief that the other
Hindus* and mainly Brahmins, are polluted even by the shadow
cast by these untouchables, the latter are obliged to walk at some
yards* distance from the Brahmins and other Hindus. When pas-
sing along the same road, if they fail to do so, abuses and even
blows are showered on them. There are some streets in Travan-
core which these poor brethren are forbidden even to enter. Pained
by this unbearable evil, Hindu members of the Congress have
started satyagraha, as I mentioned above. In order to establish
hi# rigfit to walk along a particular street, an untouchable Hindu
takes with him another Hindu and enters that street. Three
mxtouenables offer thi$ kind of satyagraha every day and court
arrest. Ttpiee of them, arrested in this way, are serving a six-month